
Weather and Christmas  

Term 2, Autumn 2019 
Early Years Foundation Stage 
PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND  

EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 (Making relationships, Self-confidence and  

  self-awareness, Managing feelings  

    and behaviour) 

• Make a collection of picture books and 

pictures of animals which live in snowy 

areas.  Talk to children about the 

animals.  Make jigsaws from greeting 

cards picturing animals such as 

penguins and polar bears.  Encourage 

children to work collaboratively to do 

the jigsaws.   

•  Choose symbols to indicate rain, 

clouds and sunshine.  Help the children 

to fill in the chart each day.    

•  Use jigsaws made from kite-shaped 

coloured card to encourage children to 

work together and to take turns.  

• Look at pictures of people dressed for 

a variety of weathers.  Discuss the 

different clothes that people are 

wearing.  What would children choose 

to wear if it was cold? Why? What do 

people wear when it is raining?    

• Put out a box of dressing-up clothes 

for a range of weathers.  Encourage 

children to enjoy trying on the clothes 

and to talk about the occasions when 

they might wear their chosen outfits.    

• Make star biscuits.   

• Let the children play with the crazy 

foam and pretend it is snow. Hide 

plastic polar bears, penguins etc. in it 

for them to find.   

• Explore and make goop with glitter in 

it.   

• Flour fun – children sieve flour onto a 

tray/table. With this layer of flour 

children can make marks/patterns.   

• Play dough with glitter added, 

Christmas scents.   

• Draw around Christmas stencils.  Put 

out Christmas paper, boxes and 

sellotape for the children to wrap up.  

• Put a post box and lots of old 

Christmas cards and envelopes for the 

children to write on and post in the 

box. Children can then role play being 

the post person and delivering the 

Key Stage One 
ENGLISH  Pupils should: 

Listen and respond appropriately to adults and 

their peers 

Ask relevant questions to extend knowledge 

Use relevant strategies to build vocabulary 

Speak audibly and fluently 

Develop pleasure in reading 

Listen to and discuss a wide range of poems 

Name the letters of the alphabet 

Begin to form lower case letters 

MATHEMATICS 

Count to 100, forwards and backwards 

Count, read and write numbers to 100 

Count in twos, fives and tens 

Given a number identify one more or less 

Read and write numbers 1-20 in words 

Measure and record lengths and heights 

Recognise and know the value of coins & notes 

Recognise & name 2-D & 3-D shapes 

SCIENCE 

• Ask simple questions 

• Observe closely, using simple 

equipment 

• Performing simple tests 

• Identifying and classifying 

• Using their observations and ideas to 

suggest answers to questions 

• Gathering and recording data to help in 

answering questions 

ART & DESIGN 

Use a range of materials creatively 

Use drawing, painting & sculpture to develop 

and share their ideas 

Develop a wide range of design techniques 

using colour pattern and texture 

Learn about the work of a range of artists, 

craft makers and designers, describing the 

differences and similarities between different 

practices and disciplines and making links to 

their own work 

 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

Master basic movements including running, 

jumping, throwing & catching as well as 

developing balance, agility & co-ordination 

Participate in team games developing tactics 

for attacking and defending 

Perform dances using simple movement 

patterns 

Swim competently, confidently and 

proficiently over a distance of at least 25 



cards.   

• Make individual Christmas cakes and 

biscuits.   

• Cut out stockings from sugar paper. 

Children then stick cotton wool around 

the top and cut out from a catalogue 

toys to stick on their stocking.   

• Children decorate a star tree 

decoration and then stick a small 

photograph of themselves in the 

middle.   

• Make snowman stick puppets.   

• Draw a large Christmas tree on a roll 

of wallpaper. Get the children to paint, 

sponge paint and put on wall. Make 

glittery decorations for them to put on 

the tree.   

• Using children’s hand prints make a 

Christmas tree and decorate with 

numbered decorated baubles.   

• Cut out a large snowman shape 

including hat and scarf. Children make 

a collage snowman.  

• Share book with the children at circle 

time of the Christmas Nativity and 

then get them to colour pictures of 

the Nativity characters or make a 

collage for a display.   

• The sounds of Christmas – play a 

musical instrument behind a screen, 

e.g. bells. Can the children identify the 

instrument?   

• White frost cobweb – string paintings 

on black sugar paper.  

• Card wreath – cutting and sticking 

wrapping paper on to card wreath 

shape and then decorating with 

coloured ribbon.  

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT  

(Moving and handling, Health and self-care) 

• Play a variation on the game of musical 

statues.  Before playing music, each 

time give a different instruction about 

the shape into which the children are 

to ‘freeze’: a spiky shape, a round 

shape, a wide shape and so on. 

•  Use sliding apparatus, reinforcing 

language of slipping and sliding.  Older 

or more able children will be able to 

slide in different ways, sitting, lying 

and so on.  

• Use runny paint to do a blow painting.  

Ensure each child has a new straw. 

• Encourage blowing not sucking!   

metres 

HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY 

Changes within living memory 

Significant events beyond living memory – 

events commemorated through festivals 

The lives of significant individuals 

Significant historical events, people and places 

in their own locality 

Know the geography of the school 

Be able to identify geographical features when 

on field trips 

Start to draw simple maps and identify 

features (river, road, field etc) 

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns 

Use simple directional language 

MUSIC 

Use their voices expressively and creatively by 

singing songs and rhymes 

Experiment with, create, select and combine 

sounds 

Listen with concentration and understanding 

to a range of high quality live and recorded 

music 

Play tuned and untuned instruments musically 



• Ask children to bring in waterproof 

coats, boots and umbrellas and go for a 

walk in the rain.  Make named welly 

pegs for children to keep their boots 

together.   

• Blow painting.  

• Play musical shadows.  Take a musical 

instrument outside and explain to the 

children that they are going to move 

around to the sound of the 

instrument.  When the instrument 

stops, you will tell them what sort of 

shadow to make, for example a tall 

shadow, a small shadow, a spiky shadow 

or a wide shadow.   

• Play Santa’s journey using large 

apparatus.   

• Play Party games, e.g. pass the parcel, 

musical statues, hokey cokey etc.   

• Use Christmas stamps and sponges to 

encourage hand strength.  

• Create treasure baskets to manipulate, 

e.g. leaves, selection of 

hats/scarves/gloves, Christmas 

objects (decorations, tinsel, shiny 

objects, Christmas toys, wrapping 

paper).   

• Make collages and decorations using 

small objects to encourage a pincer 

grip.   

• Focus on slipping and sliding. Use 

fabrics to pull children, use a variety 

of slides and tunnels.   

• Explore a range of instruments.   

• Engage in activities to develop dressing 

skills. Provide a variety of hats, gloves, 

scarves etc. for dressing up/role play 

area and dressing up clothes for dolls.  

• Use utensils to make foods that keep 

us warm, e.g. soup, bread etc.  

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE 

 (Listening and attention, Understanding, 

Speaking) 

• Listen to stories. 

• Listen to others in one to one or small 

groups.  

• Share familiar books. 

• Respond to simple instructions 

• Use talk, action, objects to recall and 

relive past experiences.  

• Sing ‘I hear thunder’.   

• Show the children pictures of children 

on a sunny day. Ask about the sequence 

of events as a child wakes and dresses 

on a sunny morning.  



• Make catalogues of clothes for all 

weathers.  

• Christmas cards/labels – Christmas 

greetings.   

• Letters to Santa.   

• Story of the first Christmas – 

sequence the story in pictures.   

• Christmas stocking with pictures of 

things liked for Christmas.   

MATHEMATICS 

(Numbers, Shape, space and measures) 

• Number awareness - ’Give each 

snowman three buttons’.   

• Make a dice-throwing ‘beetle’ game 

using snowmen.   

• Use lolly sticks to make patterns and 

shapes. Talk about the names of 2- D 

shapes as they are made, introducing 

the words triangle, square and oblong.  

Can children use lolly sticks to make a 

house shape?  How many sticks do they 

need?  

• Use the opportunity of water play to 

develop vocabulary related to capacity; 

full, empty, half full or half empty, 

more or less.   

• Make flags from straws and paper with 

numbers up to 10 on them.  Encourage 

children to put them in number order.   

• Provide a range of paper shapes from 

which children can make a triangular 

flag, a square flag and so on.    

• Decorate kite-shaped pieces of paper.  

Encourage children to make tails for 

their kites in which the papers are 

arranged in a pattern e.g. red, yellow, 

red, yellow.   

• Make paper fans from concertina 

folded A4 paper.  Colour the fan with 

repeating patterns.  

• Talk about the sun making shadows and 

then play a shadow guessing game.  You 

will need a collection of familiar 

objects, such as a teddy, a toy car, a 

fork or a cup.  Make a simple screen 

from a large piece of white paper.  Ask 

a child or adult helper to hold the 

screen slightly in front of you.  Hold 

one of the objects between yourself 

and the screen.  Using the other hand, 

shine a torch onto the object, casting 

a shadow onto the screen.  Can the 

children guess the mystery objects 

from their shadows?   



• Provide children with a sheet of 

pictures of gloves and mittens in a 

variety of sizes and patterns.  Help 

the children to colour match those 

which are the same.  Count how many 

gloves there are and how many pairs 

they make.   

• Play a beetle drive type game in which 

children shake a die and collect clothes 

to dress a doll.   

• Provide each child with a paper scarf 

with nine sections in which the 

numbers one to nine are printed.  

Encourage the children to match 

counters to each number on the 

scarf.    

• Provide children with a picture of a 

snowman. Get them to roll a dice and 

give their snowman the corresponding 

number of buttons.   

• Use corn flour modelling dough to 

make snowmen/winter models.   

• Prepare a selection of pairs of 

gloves/boots/hats and scarves from 

coloured paper and encourage children 

to sort and place into groups.  

• Play a simple dice game where counters 

are moved up a candle divided into 

sections until they reach the flame.  

• Make Christmas card puzzles by 

cutting cards in half.   

• Make your own wrapping paper using 

shapes to print with.  

• Make long and short paper chains to 

decorate the classroom, with repeating 

patterns as an extension.   

• Make an advent calendar, e.g. 

Christmas tree and baubles.   

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD (People and 

communities, The world, Technology) 

• Use corn flour modelling dough.   

• Help the children to make some 

coloured ice cubes using food 

colouring.  Put the ice in the water 

tray.  Ask children to describe how it 

feels.  

• Make and melt coloured icebergs.  

• Use sieves, funnels and pots with holes 

to explore rain making.  Make rainy day 

pictures by painting on wet paper.  Talk 

about what happens to the paint.   

• Go outside on a breezy day with paper 

streamers.  Encourage children to 

investigate how the wind blows the 



streamers.  Hang up some of the 

streamers so they can be observed 

from inside.   

• Attach sails made from straws, Blu-

tack and paper to small plastic tubs.  

Float these in long seed trays or the 

water tray.  Encourage children to 

investigate how the boats can be 

moved by blowing them.   

• Talk about the differences between 

day time and night time.  Introduce 

vocabulary such as morning, afternoon, 

evening, last night, yesterday.   

• Explore shiny materials.  

• Use a selection of winter vegetables 

and paint to make vegetable prints. 

Compare the prints. Later in the week 

see whether children can match the 

prints to the vegetables.  

• Use corn flour modelling dough.  

• Make and melt coloured icebergs.  

• Visit Father Christmas in the Regent 

Arcade.  

• Make a group Christmas card for 

anyone who has helped/visited the 

group over the term. The card could be 

made using materials of a given 

property – shiny, soft, smooth 

• Encourage the children to talk about 

the material they have chosen.  

• Do some bead painting. Take a deep-

sided seed tray and line it with paper. 

Provide margarine tubs containing 

ready-mixed paint. Place a large 

wooden bead in each tub. Children use 

teaspoons to transfer the paint-

covered bead to the tray. By tipping 

the tray and allowing the bead to roll 

over it they leave a paint trail on the 

paper. Talk about how the bead can be 

made to stop or change direction. 

Change beads to add new colours. Dry 

results could be used for wrapping 

paper.  

• Make Christmas decoration biscuits.  

• Make snowflakes by cutting up folded 

circles of paper.  

• Go on a walk and look for signs that 

winter is coming/has come. Show the 

children that some trees no longer 

have leaves. Look under stones for any 

remaining minibeasts.  

• Go outside and take photographs to 

show that Winter is coming/has come, 

e.g. trees without leaves, frost etc. 

Help the children to take photographs 



with a simple camera and to maintain 

interest print them quickly and create 

a display.  

• Make bird food and bird feeders for 

the Wild Garden and playground.  

• Make Winter vegetable soup.  

• Talk about the need to decorate the 

school ready for Christmas. Encourage 

children to make paper chains, crepe 

paper fringing and cut-out shapes.  

• Make Christmas wreath decorations. 

Prepare bases by cutting the centres 

from large card circles. Supply leaves 

and small fir cones to decorate. 

Discuss the materials as the children 

use them to decorate their wreaths. 

Supply red ribbon bows to add the 

finishing touch.  

• Talk about the Christmas decorations 

and lights which children saw on the 

visit to Father Christmas.  

• Make simple pop-up cards.  

• Make balancing Santas.  

 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN  

(Exploring and using media and materials, Being 

imaginative) 

• Make snowy ’splatter’ pictures using 

white paint on black paper.  Added 

interest can be achieved by laying 

templates onto the paper before 

splattering, and seeing the shape left 

as they are removed at the end of the 

activity.   

• Use desiccated coconut and/or glitter 

to make ’snowstorms’ in see-through 

plastic bottles.  

• The appearance of trees on an icy or 

very frosty day.  Provide children with 

large twig shapes pre-cut from dark 

paper and a selection of scraps of 

white, sparkly and shiny materials.  

Examples might include small strips of 

polythene, silver and white glitter, 

tinsel, foil, silver buttons or sequins.    

• Paint rainy day pictures.  Ask children 

to first wet the paper thoroughly.  

Add drops of paint and watch them 

spread.  Use straws to blow the paint.   

• Put metal trays and foil containers in 

the water tray.  Use sieves, colanders, 

funnels and pots with holes to make 

raindrops.  Which sounds most like 

rain?   



• Make shakers filled with a variety of 

seeds. Compare the different sounds 

they make.  Investigate how one 

shaker can be played quietly and loudly.  

• Use finger painting to make swirling, 

windy patterns.  

• Make a sunshine collage.  Provide wool, 

paper scraps and curls, dyed pasta or 

wood shavings, fabric scraps and so on, 

all in bright reds, yellows and oranges.  

Stick them on to round shapes pre-cut 

from yellow paper or card.    

• Cut out pictures from greeting cards 

and mount them on straws to make 

simple shadow puppets.  Provide a 

screen to either take outside in the 

sunshine, or to use with a torch 

indoors.  

• Make sun hats from folded paper and 

decorate them with scraps of colourful 

paper.  

• Play ‘Kim’s game’.  Place small items of 

clothing such as sunglasses, gloves, an 

umbrella, swimming costume, and so on, 

on a tray.  Encourage children to look 

closely at the objects, touch and 

describe them.  Cover the tray with a 

cloth and ask children to recall as many 

items as they can.  

• Create a grotto like environment in the 

class and in the sensory room with 

lights, colours and textures.  

• Print using cutters and glue, shake 

glitter onto the glued areas.   

• Use play foam to make marks.  

• Paint with white paint on black paper.   

• Create star shaped tree decorations. 

• Print using shapes such as bells, stars, 

holly and crackers.   

• Play hand chimes, xylophone, bells 

together.   

• Play musical instruments to Christmas 

songs.   

• Make marks using a variety of sensory 

resources. Paint, goop, foam and 

writing materials. Add glitter or 

sequins.   

• Decorate biscuits with shiny balls etc.   

• Make simple models using corn flour 

dough and decorate.   

• Make 3D hanging stars.  

• Make a calendar using children’s faces. 

 


